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R1021climate was rare heavy rainfall in 
western Queensland. And a result 
has been enormous flocks of the 
popular pet bird, budgerigars. 
The birds have had a breeding 
boom as a result of the grasses 
that have seeded after the rains. 
“I have been here since 1983 and 
never seen anything like it, Ann 
Britton, a resident of Boulia, told 
Queensland’s Courier and Mail. 
“My father, who has travelled 
extensively in the outback, was 
with me when we saw a massive 
flock and said he would not have 
believed the size if he had not seen 
it with his own eyes.”
Steve Wilson, who works for 
Desert Channels Queensland, said 
the budgerigars were “virtually 
everywhere” “in great big clouds 
that look like a bee swarm.”
Residents in Adelaide might 
well be looking on with envy at the 
heavy rains. The city is faring worst 
from the widespread drought in the 
Murray-Darling basin in south-east 
Australia. Salinity in the remaining 
waters in some parts of the basin 
is getting close to the waters being 
unusable. “Another dry year will 
deplete our reservoirs and the 
water in the Murray will become 
too saline to drink,” said South 
Australian MP David Winderich. 
The Murray-Darling Basin Authority 
said the basin was at 25 per cent 
capacity. 
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Australia is one of the countries 
needing most to worry about 
climate change and rising 
sea levels. Eighty per cent of 
Australians live along the coastline, 
which also is home to many of the 
country’s unique fauna and flora. 
But a recent parliamentary report 
highlighted that each centimetre 
of sea-level rise could lead to the 
loss of a metre of shoreline with 
storms causing damage further 
inland. These fears come on top 
of the country’s erratic climate that 
may only worsen under climate 
change. 
But one recent dramatic event 
resulting from the unpredictable 
Dramatic: Unusual heavy rains in western Queensland have led to spectacular flocks of budgerigars. (Photo: copyright Ann Britton 
www.annbrittonphotography.com.)
